






From: Fure, Jon (BWSR) [mailto:Jon.Fure@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2010 5:01 PM 
To: Annalee Garletz; info@fbmn.org; LeAnn Buck; MacSwain, Julie; Ray Bohn; thom@mfu.org; Martin, Joe (MDA); Sip, 
Rob (MDA); Kinney, Robin (MDA); Schommer, Michael (MDA); Maleitzke, Jennifer (MPCA); Flood, Rebecca (MPCA); 
Peterson, Forrest (MPCA) 
Cc: Weirens, David (BWSR); Blackburn, Julie (BWSR) 
Subject: BWSR News Release ‐ State grants available for feedlot and septic system improvement projects 
 
FYI ‐ The following news release has been sent to news media statewide, and to the following local government unit 
contacts: SWCD main contacts, WD main contacts, WMO main contacts, county water planners, county feedlot officers. 
 
State grants available for feedlot and septic system improvement projects 
St. Paul – More than $4 million in state grants is available to local government units for projects to protect and restore 
water quality by improving feedlots near impaired waters and replacing subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) that 
are identified as an imminent health threat. The grant programs were approved by the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR) on June 23. 

"These grants will enable more landowners with feedlots near impaired lakes, rivers or streams to enhance their 
operations and bring them into compliance," said John Jaschke, BWSR Executive Director. 

The application period will be from July 1 to August 14, 2010, and early applications will have a higher priority, Jaschke 
said. If there are unspent grant dollars after the initial enrollment period, a second enrollment period will be from August 
15 to September 30, 2010. 

Eligible feedlots must have less than 300 animal units, must be located in an impaired watershed or on riparian land, and 
address pollution problems. Interested landowners should contact their county feedlot officer or soil and water 
conservation district as soon as possible. Feedlot projects also require a cash or in‐kind cash value match of 25 percent. 

The SSTS grants will be targeted to low‐income homeowners, and no matching funds are required. 

Local governments eligible to apply for the feedlot funds include cities, counties, soil and water conservation districts, 
watershed districts, watershed management organizations and joint powers boards of these organizations. Counties 
administering the SSTS program under Minnesota Rule 7080 and cities within those counties are eligible to receive SSTS 
funds. 

Funding sources include $3 million from the Minnesota Clean Water Fund (one of four funds established by the Clean 
Water, Wildlife, Cultural Heritage and Natural Areas Amendment in 2008) and $1.1 million from the state General Fund. 
In addition, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture will provide Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan Program 
funds for the feedlot grant program. 

Additional information on these grant opportunities is available on the BWSR website: http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us 

Application materials will be posted on the BWSR website by July 1, 2010. 

The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources consists of 20 members, including local government representatives 
that deliver conservation programs, state agencies, and citizens. Board members are appointed by the governor to four‐
year terms. The board is the state's administrative agency for soil and water conservation districts, watershed districts, 
metropolitan watershed management organizations, and county water managers. 

The BWSR mission: Improve and protect Minnesota's water and soil resources by working in partnership with local 
organizations and private landowners. 

‐ end ‐ 

 
Jon Fure 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
651‐296‐0884 
jon.fure@state.mn.us 
www.bwsr.state.mn.us  
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From: Joel Jamnik [mailto:JJamnik@ck-law.com]  
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 1:01 PM 
To: Judie Anderson 
Subject: RE: Pioneer Sarah Creek  

103B.211 JOINT POWERS WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION. 

You are correct-see yellow highlighted sections below: 

103B.211 JOINT POWERS WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION. 

Subdivision 1.Authority. 

(a) Any agreement under section 471.59 to jointly or cooperatively manage or plan for the management of surface 
water in a watershed delineated pursuant to subdivision 2, as required by sections 103B.205 to 103B.255, may 
provide, in addition to other provisions authorized by section 471.59, for a joint board having:  

(1) the authority to prepare, adopt, and implement a plan for the watershed meeting the requirements of section 
103B.231;  

(2) the authority to review and approve local water management plans as provided in section 103B.235;  

(3) the authority of a watershed district under chapter 103D to regulate the use and development of land in the 
watershed when one or more of the following conditions exists: 

(i) the local government unit exercising planning and zoning authority over the land under sections 366.10 to 
366.19, 394.21 to 394.37, or 462.351 to 462.364, does not have a local water management plan approved and 
adopted in accordance with the requirements of section 103B.235 or has not adopted the implementation program 
described in the plan;  

(ii) an application to the local government unit for a permit for the use and development of land requires an 
amendment to or variance from the adopted local water management plan or implementation program of the local 
unit; or 

(iii) the local government unit has authorized the organization to require permits for the use and development of 
land; 

(4) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.625, to accept the transfer of drainage systems in the 
watershed, to repair, improve, and maintain the transferred drainage systems, and to construct all new drainage 
systems and improvements of existing drainage systems in the watershed, provided that: (i) projects may be carried 
out under the powers granted in sections 103B.205 to 103B.255 or chapter 103D or 103E; and (ii) proceedings of the 
board with respect to the systems must be in conformance with the watershed plan adopted under section 103B.231;  

(5) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.911 to adopt a budget and decide on the total amount 
necessary to be raised from ad valorem tax levies to meet the budget;  

(6) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.915 to certify its budget with the auditor of each county 
having territory within the joint powers watershed management organization;  

(7) the authority of a watershed district under section 103D.901 to file approved assessment statements with each 
affected county; and  



(8) other powers necessary to exercise the authority under clauses (1) to (3), including the power to enter into 
contracts for the performance of functions with governmental units or persons. 

(b) The Board of Water and Soil Resources shall adopt rules prescribing minimum requirements for the content of 
watershed management organization joint powers agreements. 

(c) Decisions by a joint powers board may not require more than a majority vote, except a decision on a capital 
improvement project, which may require no more than a two-thirds vote. 

Joel J. Jamnik 
Campbell Knutson, P.A. 
317 Eagandale Office Center 
1380 Corporate Center Curve 
Eagan, MN 55121 
Direct Dial:  651‐ 234‐6219 
Cell:  651‐470‐0756   
Fax: 651‐452‐5550 
Email: jjamnik@ck‐law.com    

IMPORTANT: This electronic message contains information from Campbell Knutson or its attorneys that is presumptively 
confidential and, if sent to clients or co-counsel, may be privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. The unauthorized use, 
distribution, or re-transmission of any part of this message by an unintended recipient is strictly prohibited and may be a violation of 
law.  If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies. 

 
From: Judie Anderson [mailto:judie@jass.biz]  
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 8:15 AM 
To: Joel Jamnik 
Subject: Pioneer Sarah Creek  
 
Good morning, Joel.  I believe we can, but will you please verify.  Thanks. 
 
Taxing District.  Commissioners were asked to bring information regarding becoming a taxing district to 
their Cities for support. The Cities will still have involvement and will appoint representatives, but will not 
have to fund the Commission’s activities through their general fund.  Staff was authorized to research 
taxing opportunities and to confirm that this process is permissible under the current Joint Power 
Agreement. 
 
Judie A. Anderson 
JASS ‐ Watershed Administrators 
3235 Fernbrook Lane 
Plymouth, MN  55447 
PH: 763.553.1144 
FX: 763.553.9326 
email: judie @jass.biz 
  
E‐MAIL CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Information in this message or an attachment may be government data and thereby subject to the 
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13, may be subject to attorney‐client or work product privilege, may be 
confidential, privileged, proprietary, or otherwise protected, and the unauthorized review, copying, retransmission, or other use or disclosure of 
the information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please immediately notify the sender of the 
transmission error and then promptly delete this message and/or any attachments from your computer system. 
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275.066 SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICTS; DEFINITION. 
    For the purposes of property taxation and property tax state aids, the term "special  
taxing districts" includes the following entities: 
    (1) watershed districts under chapter 103D; 
    (2) sanitary districts under sections 115.18 to 115.37;  
    (3) regional sanitary sewer districts under sections 115.61 to 115.67;  
    (4) regional public library districts under section 134.201;  
    (5) park districts under chapter 398; 
    (6) regional railroad authorities under chapter 398A; 
    (7) hospital districts under sections 447.31 to 447.38;  
    (8) St. Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission under sections 458A.01 to     
458A.15;  
    (9) Duluth Transit Authority under sections 458A.21 to 458A.37;  
    (10) regional development commissions under sections 462.381 to 462.398;  
    (11) housing and redevelopment authorities under sections 469.001 to 469.047;  
    (12) port authorities under sections 469.048 to 469.068;  
    (13) economic development authorities under sections 469.090 to 469.1081;  
    (14) Metropolitan Council under sections 473.123 to 473.549;  
    (15) Metropolitan Airports Commission under sections 473.601 to 473.680;  
    (16) Metropolitan Mosquito Control Commission under sections 473.701 to 
473.716;  
    (17) Morrison County Rural Development Financing Authority under Laws 1982,  
chapter 437, section 1; 
    (18) Croft Historical Park District under Laws 1984, chapter 502, article 13, 
section 6; 
    (19) East Lake County Medical Clinic District under Laws 1989, chapter 211,  
sections 1 to 6; 
    (20) Floodwood Area Ambulance District under Laws 1993, chapter 375, article  
5, section 39; 
    (21) Middle Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization under 
sections 103B.211 and 103B.241;  
    (22) emergency medical services special taxing districts under section 144F.01;  
    (23) a county levying under the authority of section 103B.241, 103B.245, or  
103B.251;  
    (24) Southern St. Louis County Special Taxing District; Chris Jensen Nursing 
Home under Laws 2003, First Special Session chapter 21, article 4, section 12; 
    (25) an airport authority created under section 360.0426; and  
    (26) Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission under sections 
103B.211 and 103B.241; and 
    (27) any other political subdivision of the state of Minnesota, excluding counties,  
school districts, cities, and towns, that has the power to adopt and certify a property 
tax levy to the county auditor, as determined by the commissioner of revenue. 
EFFECTIVE DATE.This section is effective for taxes payable in 2012, and  
thereafter. 
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