
  

Greenfield • Independence • Loretto • Maple Plain • Medina • Minnetrista 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:  3235 Fernbrook Lane N • Plymouth, MN  55447 
763.553.1144 • Fax:  763.553.9326 

 

June 8, 2021 

Representatives 
Pioneer‐Sarah Creek Watershed 
Management Commission 
Hennepin County, Minnesota  
 

The meeting packet for this meeting  
may be found on the Commission’s website: 
http://www.pioneersarahcreek.org/minutes‐‐
meeting‐packets.html  

Dear Representatives: 

A regular meeting of the Pioneer‐Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission will be held 
Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  This will be a virtual meeting.   

Until further notice, all meetings will be held online to reduce the spread of COVID‐19. To join a 
meeting, click https://us02web.zoom.us/j/845974640?pwd=YTFON1hMaXdRRXdzL1lyREw1ak5rQT09, 

which takes you directly to the meeting. 

OR, go to www.zoom.us and click Join A Meeting. Meeting ID is 845 974 640.  The passcode for this 
meeting is water.   

If your computer is not equipped with audio capability, dial into one of the numbers below with 
passcode 978624. 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)     +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)      +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 253 215 8782 US        +1 301 715 8592 US 

Meetings remain open to the public via the instructions above. 

In order to ensure a quorum for the regular meeting, please telephone 763.553.1144 or email me 
at amy@jass.biz to  indicate  if you or your Alternate will be attending. It  is your responsibility to 
ascertain that your community will be represented at the meeting 

Regards, 
 
     
Amy A. Juntunen, Administrator 
AAJ:tim 
cc:  Alternates            Andrew Vistad, Kaci Fisher, Hakanson‐Anderson 
  Paul Stewart, Kris Guentzel, HCEE  City Clerks          MPCA 
  Brian Vlach, TRPD          Met Council          BWSR 
  Joel Jamnik, Attorney          official newspapers      DNR 
  Diane Spector, Wenck Assocs.                                       Z:\Pioneer‐SarahCreek\Meetings\Meetings 2021\4 notice.doc 
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REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
June 17, 2021 ● 6:00 p.m. 

The meeting packet can be found on the Commission’s website:  
http://pioneersarahcreek.org/pages/Meetings/ 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order.  

2. Approve Agenda.*   

3. Consent Agenda.   

a. May meeting minutes.* 

b. June Claims/Treasurer’s Report.* 

4. Open forum. 

5. Action Items. 

 a. Approve 2020 Annual Audit.*  

6. Old Business.  

7. New Business.  

8. Watershed Management Plan.  

9. Education. 

10. Grant Updates.   

11. Communications.  

12. Staff Reports. 

 a. Engineer’s Report.* 

 b. HCEE Report.*   

13. Commissioner Reports.  

14. Other Business.    

15.   Adjournment. (Next scheduled meeting: July 15, 2021).   

 
  Z:\Pioneer-SarahCreek\Meetings\Meetings 2021\4 agenda.docx 
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*Included in meeting packet. 

 
BUDGET WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING 

Minutes 
May 20, 2021 

 

1. A budget work session was called to order via Zoom at 4:47 p.m. on Thursday, May 20, 2021 by Chair Joe 
Baker. 

Present:  Mark Workcuff, Greenfield; Joe Baker, Independence; John Fay, Maple Plain; Pat Wulff, 
Medina; and Amy Juntunen, JASS. 

2. BUDGET DISCUSSION.  Juntunen reviewed the proposed budget which includes a minor deficit of 
$3,375 which would be funded from the Commission’s Unassigned/Unrestricted fund balance estimated to 
be at nearly $300,000.  The Commissioners directed staff to separate TAC meeting costs from general 
administrative/engineering costs and to adjust expenses down by $3,375 to equal a zero balance rather 
than a deficit for the year.  Staff reduced Engineering/Consulting and several other lines slightly, and 
increased the TAC meeting expense to $2,500 and the interest income line to $1,460 resulting in a net zero 
budget for 2022 and no increase in member dues. 

Baker commended Staff, Hennepin County and TRPD for their diligence and fiscal responsibility 
which has resulted in the Commission operating expenses coming in under budget in previous years and 
allowing a reserve fund to build up for the Commission which will allow greater flexibility with project 
opportunities in the future.   

The work session closed at 5:54 p.m. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER.  A regular meeting of the Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed Management 
Commission was called to order via Zoom at 6:02 p.m., Thursday, May 20, 2021, by Chair Joe Baker. 

Present: Mark Workcuff, Greenfield; Joe Baker, Independence; John Fay, Maple Plain; Pat Wulff, 
Medina; John Tschumperlin, Minnetrista; Andrew Vistad, Hakanson-Anderson; Kris Guentzel 
and Paul Stewart, Hennepin County Environment and Energy (HCEE); Brian Vlach, Three 
Rivers Park District (TRPD); and Amy Juntunen, JASS. 

Also Present: Scott Johnson, Medina. 
2. AGENDA. Motion by Wulff, second by Fay to approve the agenda* as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion by Wulff, second by Tschumperlin to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.   

 a. April Regular Meeting Minutes.*   

 b. May Treasurer’s Report/Monthly Claims * totaling $5,371.52. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

4. OPEN FORUM.  

5. ACTION ITEMS. 
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 a. 2021 HCEE Cooperative Agreement.*  Guentzel reviewed the 2022 budget line items 
corresponding to the Agreement, mainly in the areas of the North and South Fork Crow Watershed-Based 
Implementation Funding and subwatershed assessments.  Motion by Tschumperlin, second by Baker to 
approve the 2021 Cooperative Agreement in the amount not-to-exceed $243,028 as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 b. Non-Waiver of Tort Liability Limit.*  Motion by Fay, second by Workcuff to NOT waive 
statutory tort limits of liability insurance for individual claimants.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 c. 2022 Operating Budget.*  Commissioners directed Staff to send only four columns, 2020 
budget/actual, 2021 budget and 2022 budget to cities, along with the member assessments table.  Motion by 
Tschumperlin, second by Workcuff to approve the 2022 operating budget of $274,844 and member assessments 
of $103,800.  Motion carried unanimously. 

6. OLD BUSINESS. 

7. NEW BUSINESS. 

8. WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN.   

9. EDUCATION.   

10. GRANT UPDATES.   

11. COMMUNICATIONS.    

12. REPORTS.  

 a. HCEE Report.*  Hennepin County recently completed a Climate Action Plan.  This Plan is 
the result of two years of study and planning.  Goals and actions relevant to the Commission include a 
groundwater plan, the watershed plan, protecting and engaging citizens-especially vulnerable 
communities, maintaining floodplain storage, identifying at-risk areas for flooding, and identifying and 
protecting necessary structures for stormwater management. 

  Stantec has been chosen to perform the Dance Hall Creek subwatershed assessment with 
an anticipated total cost of $42,117.  The Spurzem Creek subwatershed assessment is in progress with 
County staff updating hydrologic models.  A completed draft is expected by mid-summer. 

  Several updates were included in the report including projects on the Windsong Golf 
property, the Zurah Shrine Horsemen property, shoreline and channel stabilization projects, and other cost-
share BMP projects in progress. 

 b TRPD Report.* Vlach noted that the four stream monitoring sites (Dance Hall Creek, channel 
to Lake Rebecca, and two points on Spurzem Creek) have been installed and operating for over a month to 
monitor flow and take water quality samples.  Water quality sampling has been difficult due to lack of rain.  
Water quality sampling of the five lakes monitored in 2021 is done every other week. 

13. COMMISSIONER REPORTS.   

 a. Minnetrista.  City ordinance had allowed solar farms on Ag Preserve land.  After a request 
received last winter to install a solar farm near Whaletail Lake, the ordinance has been revised to limit 
ground-mounted solar to no greater than 3,000 square feet.  This allows residents to supplement their 
energy usage, but disallows large solar farms.  All solar within city limits requires a CUP. 

 b. Independence. The Lake Sarah curlyleaf pondweed (CLP) treatment occurred last Sunday.  
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This is the ninth year of treatment.  Treatment area has decreased from 270 acres the first year, to 120 acres 
in 2020 and 96 acres in 2021.  Eurasion water milfoil (EWM) has had a resurgence with the decline of CLP, 
so the Association has received approval to use Diquat which will treat both EWM and CLP instead of 
Aquathol which only treats CLP.  The Association also applied for and received a grant for $10,000 for 
treatment in 2021.  The lack of rain has resulted in low water on Lake Sarah. 

 c. Medina.  The Lake Independence Citizen Association’s annual meeting had 29 attendees on 
May 8.  Another event is planned for fall 2021 at a pavilion at Baker Park with an Octoberfest theme.  
Hopefully, the weather will be better for the fall event and result in better attendance. 

 d. Maple Plain. The City will start a $2.2 million street reconstruction project next month which 
will include new curbs, gutters, and storm sewer.  This is the third major street reconstruction in Maple Plain 
within the past few years.  Highway 12 will be detoured so local restaurants would appreciate your business.  
The 2021 Orono Rotary Party in the Park will be held on June 5. 

14. OTHER BUSINESS.   

 The next regular meeting is scheduled for June 17, 2021 and will be held online again via Zoom link 
https://zoom.us/j/845974640.  

15. ADJOURNMENT. There being no further business, motion by Wulff, second by Baker to adjourn. 
Motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Amy Juntunen 
Administrator 
AAJ:tim     Z:\Pioneer-SarahCreek\Meetings\Meetings 2021\5 Minutes PSC.docx 
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Filter Criteria includes: Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format. 

Date Check # Account ID Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

6/17/21 50100 Engineering / Technical Consulting 966.00

10100 Hakanson Anderson Associates, Inc. 966.00

6/17/21 51100 Administration 1,307.06

51100 Meeting-related 483.67

51100 Bookkeeping / Audit 310.67

51400 Website 16.25

51120 Project Reviews 21.45

10100 Judie Anderson's Secretarial Service 2,139.10

Total 3,105.10 3,105.10

Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed
Cash Disbursements Journal

For the Period From Jun 1, 2021 to Jun 30, 2021

6/11/2021 at 10:23 AM Page: 1
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:      Pioneer‐Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission 

FROM:    Andrew Vistad, Hakanson‐Anderson 
DATE:      June 11, 2021 

SUBJECT:    Staff Report  

1.  2016‐05 Proto Labs Parking Lot Expansion, Maple Plain.   The Commission approved this project 
contingent upon three conditions. One condition remains open ‐ receipt of an Operation and Maintenance 
agreement on the biofiltration basin per Staff findings dated September 6, 2016. The agreement has been 
signed but remains to be recorded on the property title.  

2.  2017‐03 Equestrian Facility  (Bel Farms)  Independence.   This  is a 16.5‐acre rural residential parcel 
located approximately 500 feet north of the intersection of CR6 and Nelson Road.  The owner is proposing to 
construct a new garage/apartment, horse stall barn,  indoor arena, outdoor arena, six grass and  four sand 
paddocks for horses.  Because this project disturbs greater than 1.0 acre and creates 3.1 acres of additional 
impervious area, it triggers the Commission’s review for Rules D and E.  Staff provided grading and erosion 
control approval contingent upon (1) the applicant assuming the risk and responsibility for any changes to the 
site plans necessary  for  final Commission approval and  (2)  the City of  Independence approving a grading 
permit.  In September 2017 the Commission approved the Stormwater Management Plan contingent upon 
receipt of an approved long‐term pond/basin O&M plan between the landowner and City, to be recorded on 
the land title. No new information has been received. 

3.  2017‐05 Ostberg Equestrian Facility, Independence. This is a 40‐acre agriculture parcel located just 
southwest of the intersections of CSAH 6 and Game Farm Road. The owner is proposing to construct a 
new home, two garages, a horse stall barn, indoor arena, outdoor ring, eight horse paddocks and an access 
drive off of CSAH 6. The project will disturb 7 acres during construction and create 1.69 acres of new 
impervious areas. Because this project disturbs more than 1.0 acre and creates 1.7 acres of additional 
impervious area, it triggers the Commission’s review for Rules D and E.  There are also two wetlands that 
have been delineated on this site, so the Commission wetland buffer requirements (Rule I) are triggered. 
The project was approved by the Commission at their November 2017 meeting contingent upon receipt of 
an approved long‐term pond/basin O&M plan between the landowner and the City, to be recorded on the 
land title. This information has not yet been received. 

4.  2018‐010  Chippewa Estates, Loretto.  This is a 1.54‐acre parcel located in the far northeast corner of 
Loretto on Chippewa Road.  The project is proposing to subdivide the lot into four single family residential lots 
and triggers the Commission’s review for Rules D and E.  At their August 16, 2018 meeting, the Commission 
approved Staff findings with three conditions regarding the operations and maintenance plan, sequencing, and 
retrofitting of the pond. The only remaining item necessary for final approval is the Operation and Maintenance 
agreement on the stormwater system.  If the City chooses not to maintain the filter system, the applicant must 
provide an O&M maintenance plan that is acceptable to the City and the Commission and must be recorded 
on the title to the property.  

5.  2018‐017 Crow River Overlook, Greenfield.  This is a 42‐acre agriculture parcel located on CR 10 
just north of 84th Avenue.  Approximately 38 acres are east of CR 10 and 4 acres are located west of CR 
10 along the Crow River.  The applicant proposes to subdivide the property into an 8 large lot residential 
development.    Lot  sizes will  range  from  2.85  acres  up  to  10.1  acres.   One  cul‐de‐sac  street will  be 
constructed for access to the lots, with one street platted for future access to the property east of this 
project. One additional outlot will remain on the west side of CR 10.  This project was reviewed for Rules 



RULE D ‐ STORMWATER MANAGEMENT    RULE G ‐ WETLAND ALTERATION 
RULE E ‐ EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL     RULE H – BRIDGE AND CULVERT CROSSINGS 
RULE F – FLOODPLAIN ALTERATION    RULE  I  – BUFFERS 
Language in red indicates current updates 

* indicates enclosure        Staff Report June 11, 2021 

   

D, E, F and I.  Staff findings of January 16, 2019 were approved by the Commission at their January 17, 
2019 meeting. Approval was contingent upon (1) an Operation and Maintenance agreement with city or 
HOA, (2) planting and seeding plans for the biofiltration basins and buffer areas that fall into the cropland 
areas that require seeding and (3) typical emergency overflow details noted on the plans. Items 2 and 3 
have been completed; Staff are awaiting the O & M agreement. 

6.  2019‐03 John Sega 9255 CR 6, Independence.  This is an existing 78‐acre parcel located on CR 
6 about one‐quarter mile east of the county border.  The owner is proposing to construct a new indoor 
riding  arena,  parking,  drive  lanes,  future  hay  barn,  shed  and  hot‐walker  ring.   Because  this  project 
disturbs  greater  than  1.0  acres  and  creates  1.1  acres  of  additional  impervious  area,  it  triggers  the 
Commission’s review for Rules D and E.  At their August meeting, the Commission approved this project 
conditioned on receipt of a long‐term O & M plan meeting Commission requirements and recorded on 
the land title with a copy provided to the Commission. 

7.  2019‐05 Green Acres East, Greenfield.   This  is a six‐lot residential subdivision proposed on 34 
acres at Schendel Lake Drive and Pioneer Trail.    Initial  findings  found  the  site plans did not meet  the 
Commission’s requirements.   An updated wetland replacement plan was received on August 1 and re‐
noticed per WCA public notice requirements.   An updated site plan was received on August 6.  In their 
findings dated September 13, 2019 Staff recommended approval contingent upon (1) an operations and 
maintenance plan being developed for the infiltration basins and approved by the City of Greenfield and 
the Commission. The O & M plans must be recorded on the property titles on lots 4, 5 and 6 (unless an 
HOA will be responsible, then it will be required in the HOA deed documents) and (2) no wetland impacts 
can occur until (a) wetland replacement credit purchases from BWSR Bank Accounts 1546 and 1542 have 
been certified by BWSR or (b) a $21,500 cash or letter of credit escrow is received by the Commission. 
This plan was originally approved with conditions by the Commission at the September 19, 2019 meeting.   

The developer submitted significant site plan changes in October, removing wetland impacts and 
reducing the number of lots from six to three plus an outlot.  An infiltration basin will still be installed on 
the outlot to mitigate future impervious surface.  Because the plan revision is a reduction of the previously 
approved plan, Staff administratively approved the project contingent on the original requirement, an 
O&M agreement for the infiltration basin recorded on the property deed or association documents.  No 
wetland impacts can occur from this project and any future wetland impacts will need to be reviewed by 
the WCA LGU to be approved.  

8.  2019‐08 Adams Pest Control, Medina.  Adam’s Pest Control is planning to expand their current 
Medina facility.  This property is located on the north side of State Highway 55, just west of Willow Drive.  
The entire parcel  is 46‐acres, but only  the  southern portion  (Lot 1‐26.6 acres)  is being proposed  for 
development at this time.  This site plan consists of two new buildings which includes an office building 
and a warehouse/maintenance building with parking.  This project will disturb 10.9 acres and create 4.6 
acres of new impervious areas.  The Commission’s stormwater management plan requires compliance 
with Rules D, E, F and I.  At their November meeting, the Commission approved this project conditioned 
on an O&M plan for the basins being recorded on the title and provided to the Commission; construction 
sequencing details for the filter basins meeting Commission requirements; and wetland buffer planting 
and maintenance plans being provided for areas not in permanent vegetative cover. 

9.  2020‐007  CSAH  92  Safety  Improvements.  The  intersection  of  CSAH  92 &  TH  12  currently 
present safety issues for motorists. Hennepin county has produced a design that will realign CSAH92 and 
construct an overpass and  roundabout  to directly connect  the norther and southern portions of  the 
roadway. The construction will result  in the creation of a new stream crossing of the Unnamed creek 
that  connects  Lake Robina with  Pioneer Creek, which  result  in  floodplain  impacts.  This project was 
reviewed for Rules D, E, F, H, and I. 
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10.  2021‐001 CenterPoint Energy Gas Main. Centerpoint energy is proposing to install a section of 
gas main along Highway 12. The gas main will be  installed by horizontal directional drilling which  is a 
trenchless method.  The method  does  require  some  pits  to  be  excavated  to make  the  connection 
between gas main sections. Some of  the pit  locations  fell within  floodplain and wetland buffers. The 
project will also require some dewatering, which entails pumping water from either the excavated pits 
or adjacent wells to lower the ground water to facilitate connections. This project was reviewed for Rules 
E and I. 

11.  2021‐002  CSAH  92  Culvert  Replacements.  Hennepin  county  is  proposing  roadway 
reconstruction  for  a  section  of  CSAH  92  in Minnetrista  and  Independence.  In  conjunction with  the 
roadway work multiple culverts are proposed to be replaced. The culvert replacements will be in kind 
and no hydraulic or hydrologic changes are proposed with  this project. 1 cattle crossing  structure  is 
proposed to be removed. This project was reviewed for Rules D and E. 

I have received a few communications from land owners through out the watershed that are interested 
in creating wildlife habitat and completing pond improvement projects. As of now these communications 
have been informational in nature and have not resulted in projects. Most recent landowner is interested 
in  improving  a wetland  located  upstream  from  Lake  Rebecca.  Guidance was  provided  on  possible 
opportunities. 

 

Gully Stabilization Meet with Joe and Paul on site on October 19th at a gully that leads into Lake Sarah. 
The gully  is currently dry due  to  low rainfall  in  the  fall.  It was requested  to examine  the project and 
determine if a project is possible and the potential scope of the project. Based off of previous projects 
completed it is estimated that stabilization with rock would cost approximately $100 per linear foot. The 
included map indicates that there is roughly 400 linear feet of bank that would benefit from stabilization 
and armoring.  
 
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hennepin County Environment and Energy 

701 Fourth Ave S., Suite 700, Minneapolis, MN 55415 

612-348-3777 | hennepin.us/environment 

DATE: June 11, 2021 

 

TO: Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission 

  

FROM: Paul Stewart and Kris Guentzel; Hennepin County Department of Environment and Energy  

 

RE: June Commission Project, Program, and Education Updates  

 

 

 

2021 Watershed Service Agreement (KG) 

 

Update: The Watershed Services Agreement was approved by the Commission during their May meeting 

and is currently working through the review and signatory process with the Count y.  

 

Previous: This draft agreement provides the structure under which county staff engage private 

landowners and consultants to complete work in the support of shared goals and grants received by the 

Commission. County staff updated the agreement based on comments received in advance of the May 

meeting and the Commission approved the agreement during the May meeting. 

 

Subwatershed Assessments 

Dance Hall Creek Subwatershed Assessment Refinement (KG/PS) 

Update: The review committee chose Wenck/Stantec from a field of four proposals. County staff have 

executed a contract with Wenck and they intend to start work in June. County staff are drafting an 

introduction letter to landowners to begin engagement.  

 

Previous: Hennepin County staff are leading a project in partnership with the watershed and City of 

Greenfield to update the Dance Hall Creek Subwatershed Assessment to accommodate a change in future 

land use from agricultural to rural residential on developing and soon-to-be-developed properties north of 

Lake Sarah in the Dance Hall Creek Subwatershed. In addition to the consultants’ scope of work, HCEE 

staff are also working on an outreach and engagement plan for the landowners in the study area. 

 

Spurzem Creek Subwatershed Assessment (KG/PS) 

Update: County staff are currently updating the ACPF model and will begin urban and rural modeling work 

using WinSLAMM and PTMApp, respectively. Staff are also scheduling meetings with stakeholders with 

each city and TRPD, likely to occur in mid to late June, to discuss likely deliverables and get stakeholder 

feedback. 

Previous: This subwatershed assessment will identify cost-effective conservation practices east of Lake 

Independence for areas draining into Spurzem Creek (Cities of Corcoran, Loretto, and Medina). County  
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Completed two rounds of field work in late 2020 and early 2021 to determine common farming practices 

in the area and to identify conservation practice locations. Staff are also utilizing modeling technologies 

to identify and assess the benefit of conservation work.   

 

Lake Rebecca Subwatershed Assessment (KG/PS) 

Update: An RFP was posted in May 2021 for a proposal to complete this subwatershed assessment which 

has recently closed. A selection committee has been chosen which will review and score those proposals 

and choose a contractor to complete the work. They plan to meet and make that selection on June 24th. 

Previous: This subwatershed assessment will identify cost-effective conservation practices in areas 

draining to Lake Rebecca in the Cities of Independence and Greenfield. An original RFP was distributed 

in early 2021 that considered groundwater monitoring and a habitat management plan but has since been 

re-written and re-posted due to budget limitations. 

 

 

Projects & Outreach 
 

Lake  Independence/Remaining Baker Park Ravine CWF Funds 

a. 5375 Pete Drive, Independence: (KG)  

Update: Landowners will not consider a design that requires removal of mature trees. County staff will 

re-engage with engineer on possibility of a design that can avoid tree removal, however, based on 

previous conversations this seems unlikely. Could consider a vegetative restoration along a different 

section of the shoreline, but this type of project would be more appropriate for a different funding 

source. 

Previous: Landowners expressed concern with the need to remove two mature oak trees in order to 

complete the project. Upon consultation with design engineer, there is no way to avoid removing these 

trees. Landowners are considering next steps. 

Designs delivered to the landowners in January of 2021 for review. Shoreline shows evidence of erosion 

due to ice push and requires engineered stabilization to achieve stable grade. Landowner is also 

passionate about naïve plants on property and has requested consultation around planting plan/ability 

to transplant existing plant material on the property in 2021.  

b. 2772 Becker Road, Independence (PS) 

Update: Final designs were reviewed by Hennepin County and landowner and have been included 

with this staff report. Question have been fielded to the engineer and plans have been sent to the 

City of Independence for review and discussion. Waiting for the city staff to provide comment.  

Previous: Survey work was requested by engineer to gather more detail about the bank. This was 

completed during the week of March 29th and Engineer is working on a concept plan. Survey is 

complete, and data sent in to engineering for pre-construction plans and estimate. Outreach work 

will continue into 2021 regarding HR 68 and the waterway. Differential survey was completed of 

the water course, and preliminary plans are being drafted. HR 65 Page 68 in Lake Sarah and Lake 

Independence Stormwater Retrofit Analysis.  Evaluation gullying and high water in wetland. Multi 

landowner involvement to visually inspect private ditch running from Becker Road to Lake 

Independence. Landowners involved had given verbal authorization for inspection once site visit 

restrictions are lifted. Site visit was completed on May 1, 2020. Significant erosion to the banks of 

the unnamed stream, sediment collection in HR 65 wetland. Landowner and Hennepin County will 

be working on a cost-share project for bank stabilization. We will be seeking resource assistance 

from the city of Independence and PSCWMO. We have had contact with all landowners 
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surrounding HR 65 except home on Providence Curve and the Providence Homeowners 

Association. First contact letters will be sent out in June if needed. Upstream from 2772 Becker 

homeowners will be contacted though a letter (addresses 2815-3050 Becker Road) First contact 

letters will be sent out in June if needed. See photos of unnamed stream and drainage boundary in 

May Staff Report.  

c. 2000 Block Independence Road, Independence (KG) 

Update: Engineer signed off on wetland embankment design. Next steps will be to begin contracting 

with landowner and the wetland permitting process.   

Previous: Started pre-construction on an agriculture drained wetland restoration in partnership with 

Minnesota Land Trust following the closing of a conservation easement on this property over the 

winter. Once restoration is complete the .75 acre wetland will filter approximately 9 acres of agriculture 

grass/hay field. Additional habitat restoration and enhancement will occur over the next several years 
on these 4 acres of maple/basswood forest and grassland adjacent to Pioneer Creek at the outlet of Lake 

Independence. 

d. Maple St, Independence (recently purchased, undeveloped property on Lake Independence) 

Update: NRCS engineer declined to work on this project citing lack of confidence that the shoreline 

could be stabilized. DNR expressed interest in shoreline remaining as-is as it provides fish habitat. 

Given uncertainty around appropriate engineering solution to achieve conservation benefit, we won’t 

be pursuing this project. 

Previous: Working with NRCS and DNR still ongoing to find solution and better ensure success during 

permitting. Design will require significant amount of rock riprap to address existing erosion and protect 

against ice heaving. Significant evidence of sediment erosion (primarily by waves) exists along shore.  

 

Lake  Rebecca/Zuhrah Shrine Horsemen (4505 CR 92, Independence) BMPs 

Update: Surveying for smaller BMP projects will start this month. Work to restore drainage continues. Paul 

recently met with adjacent landowners to discuss drainage issues and opportunities for pipe repair. 

Landowner needed time to look through old records and work with FSA on agricultural land impact. We 

will be continuing the conversation with all landowners.  

Previous: Staff have continued to consult with ZSH on wetland permitting related to a desire to shift the 

location of a crossing between the barn and pasture areas to the west. In addition, staff have continued to 

make efforts to initiate contact with the landowners to the north, who will be critical to any projects to 

manage stormwater from the ZSH property. Meeting onsite with NRCS to look at pasture management plan 

and ranch facilities efficiency improvements. Discussed the impact of restored drainage and the long-term 

stability of the ranch. Plans are be drafted for potential 2021 implementation.  

Drain tile inspections are taking place and repairs will be ongoing as issues are found. Working with the 

City of Independence Water Resource Specialist to ensure all work exceeds WAC. A scope of work and 

plan will be developed for the main tile repair that outlets into TRPD to ensure any repair made will allow 

for future work mitigating nutrients and sediments. Working with Zurah staff to address drainage and water 

quality work with Hennepin County providing technical services. We will be developing a refined scope of 

work that will utilize NRCS practices to manage water quality improvement to manage agricultural storm 

water runoff. Please see September 2020 meeting handout shared last month. 

 

 



4 

 

4 

 

Other Cost Share BMP Projects in Progress 

a. 4635 Lake Sarah Road, Independence (KG)  

Update: Rock Crossing was completed at the end of May. In June staff completed a final inspection 

and took an as-built survey. Punch list items should be completed in the coming weeks. Work on this 

project is in process and expected to be complete by the end of May. 

Previous: This project will stabilize erosion at the crossing of an intermittent stream at a location that 

was damaged during habitat restoration work on this property in 2019. The proposed rock crossing will 

prevent an actively eroding area from migrating upstream, thereby delivering additional sediment and 

nutrients into the wetland north of the property. This project will benefit the water quality entering Lake 

Rebecca.  

b. 1215 Copeland Road, Independence: (PS) 

Update: Project is at engineer’s office for preliminary design. 

Previous: Survey is complete, and data sent in to engineering for pre-construction plans and 

estimate. Outreach work will continue into 2021 for upstream work.  NRCS will be partnering with 

the landowner LO and County to do a BMP analysis for the entire 63-acre parcel. 

 

Landowner Outreach Associated with Dance Hall Creek Study 

New: Gaalswyk Acres met with WMO engineer and Hennepin County on site to discuss conservation 

design, added stormwater BMPs and opportunities to continue conservation on property.  

 

Landowner Outreach Associated with Lake Rebecca Study 

New: County staff drafting outreach letters to landowners to introduce them to the assessment and project 

work. 

 

Evaluating and Assessing Lakeshore Homeowner Needs and Programming 

a. LICA Lakeshore Restoration Inquiries (KG/PS) 

Update: Ellen Sones, the County’s Landscape Architectural Specialist, will be reaching out to 

landowners in June to request photos and (for those that have evidence of erosion) schedule site visits.  

Previous: Hennepin County staff provided LICA and its members with a webinar on lakeshore 

restorations during late Fall 2020. Since that time, LICA has compiled a list of landowners interested 

in pursing restoration on their lakeshores. Pat Wulff recently provided those names and addresses to 

County staff. The County is working internally to identify staff and resources to move forward with 

reviewing those sites and providing those homeowners with next steps. 

b. 3045 Lakeshore Ave Medina 

New: Landowner requested evaluation for shoreline stabilization.  
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New Inquiries and Other Opportunities 

a. 2015 Budd Street, Independence: (PS) 

 

Update: Hennepin County has reached out the City staff in Maple Plain to schedule time to go over 

this project now that storm drain work is complete at the park. Given other priorities and staff 

capacity constraints, this project opportunity will be on hold until after the 2021 field season. In 

order to proceed, staff need to understand recent stormwater improvements in the City of Maple 

Plain.  

  
Previous: Landowner reported that water levels and velocity in the past year have caused out-of-

bank erosion in rock-armored areas and gullying in grass waterway. Armoring and grassed 

waterway were installed as a cost share project in 2004. Site visit completed on May 1, 2020 

revealed significant channel erosion in the grassed waterway. Volume and debris coming down the 

gully cause backups at spillway. Flow changes course during heavy volume events, flowing 

overland through a farm field. Severe cutting in the grass waterway has resulted in the flow path 

changing course – now bypasses sediment pond. The water velocity has also washed out the rock 

crossing. See photos of unnamed gully and drainage boundary in May 2020 Staff Report.  

 

This gully is the primary drainage between Maple Plain/Northside Park and DNR Public Water 

Wetland 393W and Pioneer Creek. Landowner has expressed concern about drainage work that 

 

b. Unassigned address, Marsh Land Properties LLC PID 2411824320015: (PS)  

Update. Hennepin County has reached out to city staff in Maple Plain to schedule time to go over 

operation and maintenance concerns and planning for 2022. 

Previous: Will work with Maple Plain City Staff early 2021. Landowner inquired about Proto Lab 

parking lot addition storm drainage using stormwater pond on property, who holds the OM and how 

to get help for erosion. See map erosion areas highlighted in red in May Staff Report 

 

c. 5590 Lake Sarah Height Dr, Independence:  

No Update. 

Previous: JB Gully, HR67 & HR68 page 69 Lake Sarah and Lake Independence Stormwater 

Retrofit Analysis. Site visit on May 1, 2020 to look at road wash-out and unnamed stream (JB 

gully). Identified that field crossing was cleaned at HR 67 and 68 and opened up flow. Due to site 

constraints of the unnamed stream restoration, will need more analysis. HR67 and HR68 show 

potential for restoration and flow control structure.    
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